Slovak Hovawart Club – Breeding Test Regulations
 
 
General
Successful completion of breeding test is a prerequisite for inclusion of an individual in breeding. Its purpose is to evaluate each individual (evaluation is expressed by the breeding test code) and determine whether it is suitable for further breeding. Assigned breeding test code and the pedigree background are the basis information a breeding adviser needs to choose the best combination of individuals who regarding their exterior, health and temperament are suitable for breeding and development of the breed.
Breeding can be completed by each individual only once in life. Only bad results in the assessment of the temperament, or when it was found that the individual’s growth has not been completed, the dog breeding test can be taken once again. Fee is charged again for repeated Breeding Test, except for estrus bitch or dog / bitches that have been recommended by the Breeding Commission for a repeated test.
Organizer of Breeding Testing in Slovakia is SHK. SHK Committee determines place and date according to the needs of the breed. Not less than three and not more than twenty individuals shall be examined in one day.  Breeding Test may not be taken on the day the tested individuals participate in a show.
The Breeding Test Commission is nominated by SHK. It is composed of a judge of the exterior, a judge of performance, a breeding counsellor or a delegated member authorized by the breeding counsellor to ensure measurements of individuals and ensure action, a committee member (training officer).
A decision by the Breeding Test Commission is final. In case of its negative results, the dog owner is not entitled to damages as a result of the negative assessment. The dog owner is responsible for damages caused by his dog.
Dogs which are sick or suspect to be sick cannot participate in the breeding test.
 
Outlet of young dogs:
Attending of the outlet for young dogs is a necessary condition for participation in breeding test.
Conditions:
- Age 6-18 months
- Pureblood certified by Pedigree Certificate
- For imported dogs a registration at SPKP SKJ is required
At the outlet the exterior of an individual is assessed with focus on strengths as well as weaknesses. Development of the individual is assessed and the status of the dentition is checked. The owner of the individual is made familiar with possible correction of deficiencies.
The result of the outlet is written into the Outlet Card, the original of which receives the owner of the individual.
 
Conditions for participation in the Breeding Test
- Tested individuals must have reached the age of 24 months - dogs and 18 months – bitches on the day of the test,
- Pureblood must be certified by the pedigree certificate issued by the pedigree book recognized by the FCI
- Participation in the outlet of young dogs aged 6-18 months,
- Completed at the X-ray hip dysplasia at the age of at least 16 months at an SKJ spot, the best at a spot recommended by the SHK,
- The owner has the result confirmed in the pedigree certificate and asks for the original protocol he shall then submit at the breeding test,
- X-ray image must be made in full anaesthesia of the dog. Other tests are voluntary; their results will be listed in the Breeding Test Card of the dog / the bitch and in the presentation of breeding dogs on the club’s web site.
- The result permissible for the breeding is the X-Ray DBK of maximum 1/1 or B for bitches and 0/0 or A for dogs. Dogs with marginal levels of DBK, i. e 1/1, 0/1, 1/0 or B are limited for one litter coverage, under the breeding policy 
· - Exhibition Award of at least “Very Good” at the class of adult or young dogs obtained at the award show CAC SR (national, international, club or special).
 
Course of Breeding Test
To ensure a smooth course of the Breeding Test a space large enough to hide and set aside the dogs participating in the test must be ensured. Measuring scaffold for determining the height at withers, measuring tape 150 cm long, assistant’s protective clothing, sleeves, screen to conceal assistant or field stash
·  
Breeding Test consists of:
1) Exterior Assessment of the individual, including measurement of the necessary measures. Record of the evaluation is done in the pre-printed form (Breeding Test Card), which includes detailed and complete assessment in terms of the breed standard.
2) Temperament Assessment, which is ongoing throughout the course of the Breeding Test. During the test of the temperament the dog must demonstrate stable temperament.
 
The temperament test assesses:
a) conduct of the dog during measurement and presentation
b) conduct of the dog passing a group of people and respond to shooting
c) courage and fighting spirit, according to the criteria of the test SVV1 (attacking handler – without mandatory bite).
 
a) during measuring, checking dentition, checking testis and demonstration in a circle the dog must not show signs of distress and /or aggression.
b) dog handler with enchained dog passes specified direction, where he meets a group of (minimum five) moving people. He enters the group two times, with the movement describing the shape of the digit eighth. At the second transition he stops in the middle of the group. The dog should then sit quietly at the foot of the handler. When the handler stops, the movement of people in the group stops. One member of the group accesses the handler, introduces himself and checks the dog’s ear tattoo. The dog must not show signs of fear or aggression. Dog may have a muzzle on. During passing the group of people the judge gives instruction to shooting. Shooting is repeated during the transition of the handler with the dog from the group to the shelter of the assistant. In order to assess objectively fear response of the dog to the shooting, the lead should be kept loose (the dog should not pull). The dog must not respond to shooting with fear, attempt to escape or aggression.
c) In the test of courage the judge has an assistant. Upon judge’s instruction the handler with enchained dog passes towards the assistant’s shelter. When the handler is about 10 m from the shelter, the assistant leaves the shelter and walks toward the dog's handler. Upon handler’s command "Stop" the assistant stops at 4-5 m distance from the handler and they start a peaceful conversation. If the dog behaves aggressively (it sees and feels protective sleeve), the handler can calm it down (meeting may be repeated until the dog calms down). Once the dog calms down, conversation between the handler and figurant becomes a feud and culminates with attacking the handler (while figurant indicates strikes with a stick to the dog). The dog must respond immediately with resolute counter-attack or blocking of the figurant. At the time of attack, the handler does not drop the lead, but allows freedom to the dog to carry out the procedure for the entire length of the lead. With a well mastered during the counterattack it is possible to drop the lead and thereby provide the dog with a better space for handler’s defence. Contrary to SVV1, the dog does not need to bite, but it must uncompromisingly defend the handler at the entire length of the lead. On the instruction of the judge the figurant ceases the attack and remains standing quietly. The handler may affect the dog with a command to release the figurant or to calm down. Dog passes in peace and upon judge’s command it passes with the handler in specified direction. They re-pass the group of people; the dog’s abreaction shall be assessed.
 
 
Rating of temperament:
(each item shall be evaluated separately)
For assessment under paragraphs a and b:
            A - sure, friendly, self-confident
            B - very friendly or restless at first, later than A
            C - permanently restless, with no signs of fear
            D - nervous, attacking, it cannot be calmed
            E - scared or aggressive, reaction to shooting (obvious fear, attempt to escape)
Evaluation of militancy - c:
           A - resolute attack on the entire length of the lead or blocking, it does not stall on signs of strikes
           B - a sharp attack, it temporarily stalls on the signs of strikes with the rod
           C - slower deployment of attack, it stalls to the strikes or to the figurant, but it remains in a defensive 

position 
D – it does not respond to the threat, it remains phlegmatic at the foot of the handler;
E -  it responds completely passively or with escape;
 
 
Temperament is assessed by a three-member Breeding Test Commission, composed of: delegated judge of performance, judge of exterior and club’s training officer. The final grade is determined by agreement of all three members of the Breeding Test Commission.
 
For inclusion in breeding the grade must be A to C. With the grades D and E the dog is not suitable for breeding.
 
Breeding Test Code
The Breeding Test Code is based on the assessment in the Breeding Test Card and describes the individual in all aspects. It consists of the following parts: General Appearance (Type) / Description / Temperament.
 
Result of Breeding Test
After the overall assessment of the presented individual, the Commission assigns final evaluation:
Able for breeding – individuals without serious defects, where there is an assumption of at least maintaining the current status and level of hovawarts, concerning exterior as well as temperament.
Unable for breeding – individuals with a defect /-s restraining the breeding, concerning the exterior under the breed standard. Similarly, individuals who concerning temperament show completely fearful, responding to the shooting, phlegmatic or over-aggressive.
Breeding Test Commission may allow repetition of the test of temperament.
 
Final provisions
Data on Breeding Test of individuals are recorded in the Breeding Test Card. The overall result and obtained assessment are recorded in the pedigree. Both records are confirmed by the Breeding Test Commission.
The Breeding Test Card is made in two copies, delivered as follows:
- The original to the owner of the dog
- The copy for the breeding consultant
The responsibility of the breeding consultant or a designated member of the Breeding test Commission is to publish the results of the Breeding Test and Outlet of Young Dogs in the SHK Bulletin, on the club’s web site or in “Kynologicka Revue” as soon as possible after the Breeding Test.
Inclusion in the register of breeding dogs is made by SPKP at the request of the owner under the Registration Code of SKJ.Vypočuť
Čítať foneticky
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