Degenerative myelopathy
author: Doc. Eva Krizova, processed by materials from IHF 


In this disease it comes to a mortification of spinal cord cells. Quite often it occurs to German Shepherds, but also in other breeds. Also this disease has to be watched in the hovawarts’ population. An affected individual has motion problems: uncoordinated – rocking movement, later inability to get up, atrophy of muscles gradually occurs. Affected individuals do not suffer from pain. With hovawarts, first signs of the disease occur from the 7th year of age. The disease is not linked to a gender. Diagnosis stating is not easy; first it is necessary to exclude other musculoskeletal disorders using differential diagnosis; the diagnosis is certain only after the death of a dog, based on histopathological examination. It is probably an autosomal-recessive disorder with a predisposition in about 3.2% of population. An effective treatment does not exist, currently only physiotherapy is used. Demonstrated occurrence of the disease is in Finland. However, it is likely that problems of some individuals are attributable to the age of the dogs.
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