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Growth malfunctions of hip joints have been known for many years. It is a serious hereditary disease of dogs and therefore it is necessary to pay increased attention to it. It is known as hip dysplasia (HD). Its consequences for the dog may range from pain, to limitation of mobility to chronic paralysis. A rapid development of dysplasia may occur in the first year of life of the animal, due to rapid growth, or due to injury.

This disorder occurs mainly in larger breeds, legs of which are more burdened than lighter dogs. Also over-feeding of dogs, overly served vitamins or imbalanced diet intake have adverse influence on developmental disorders. Serving GELACAN - DARLING acts excellently on development of joints and cartilages; serving of a higher vitamin C dosage is also recommended.

The disease is caused by a lack of evolution of joint socket and hip joint. Uneven growth of bones causes damage to their cartilaginous parts. Changes on hip joints can be well observed in radiographs.

To reduce the risk and extent of disease for future generations of dogs, individuals are included in the breed with the X-ray HD result as referred to in the Breeding Regulations.
Therefore an X-ray HD screening is necessary before the inclusion of an individual in breeding (before breeding test), which can be done from 12 months of age, ideally at the age of 20 months.

Degree of dysplasia is assessed in our country according to internationally recognized table and FCI as follows:

HD Finding 




Norberg angle (degrees)
0 without finding (HD free) 

            A 105 ° and more
1 marginal (Transitional Form) 

B 105 °
2 soft (soft HD) 



C 105 - 100 °
3 medium (medium HD) 


D 100 - 90 °
4 heavy (heavy HD) 


            E below 90 °

The result is stated in the form of fraction (left / right) for left and right rear leg. The overview shows that individuals with maximum marginal HD finding can be used in breeding.
To ensure uniformity and objectivity in evaluating the results, X-ray HD tests can only be undertaken by the selected workplaces in Slovakia. List of them is provided by SKJ or Slovak Veterinarians Chamber, which grants license.

SHK recommends the following departments for HD examination and registration:

Western Slovakia:
Trnava: DVM Faga, Zavarska 11, 917 01 Trnava, Tel.: 033/5501609 033/5501609 
Eastern Slovakia:
Kosice: Surgery Clinic, University of Veterinary Medicine, Komenskeho 73,040 01 Košice.
Dogs’ X-ray examination shall be booked in advance by phone. Since the examination is done under anaesthesia, the dog must be with empty stomach. Tattoo number must be clearly legible. The result is entered into the pedigree.

In doubtful cases of X-ray results, the owner may request re-take of X-ray and re-evaluation only at the workplace in Kosice: Surgery Clinic, University of Veterinary Medicine, Komenskeho 73, 040 01 Košice.

