SHK ORGANIZATIONAL ORDER 
 
Name and scope


Club name is Slovak Hovawart Club (hereafter SHK).
The club’s scope covers the territory of Slovakia.


Legal nature and status of SHK


SHK is a legal entity. SHK is a non-political, voluntary, non-profit and independent interest organization of all candidates, owners and breeders of the breed with the international name HOVAWART in Slovakia as a member of the Slovak Cynological Union, SKJ/ FCI and the International Hovawart Federation - IHF.

Objectives and mission of SHK

Bringing together all those interested in breeding and training of purebred dogs of the breed Hovawart and through breeding ensuring its further refinement regarding exterior, health and nature.

• retaining professional characteristics of the breed by organizing training and professional tests for the breed hovawart,
• providing technical training and education of dog owners and breeders through lectures, training and articles in SHK Bulletin,
• ensuring organisation of outlets, breeding tests and shows,
• selection of candidates for judges from among club members,
• through SKJ providing training for judges of exterior,
• through breeding consultant ensuring inspection of litter and care for animals and their nutrition,
• promoting activities of the club,
• promoting the breed hovawart in cynological and pet magazines;

Membership in SHK

Membership in SHK is voluntary and individual. Any person (not necessarily a citizen of Slovakia) aged over 15 years may become a member. Applicants younger than 18 years must have membership approved by their legal representatives. The committee decides on admission of a member based on his written application. If not admitted the applicant has the option to appeal to CS, which decides definitively. Membership in SHK arises by authorization of admission and payment of member and registration fees.
 
Termination of membership

SHK membership ceases:
• by a written resignation of a member,
• non-payment of annual membership fee,
• dismissing in case of violation of statutes on the basis of CS resolution,
• dissolution of SHK,
• death of a member;

Rights and obligations of members

Rights:

• to participate in benefits provided by SHK to its members,
• to attend all events organized by SHK,
• to make suggestions, comments and complaints concerning SHK work and require their solution,
• to elect and be elected to bodies of SHK;

Responsibilities:

- to pay membership fees orderly and timely
- to comply with the statutes, codes and other standards issued within the scope of SHK
- to notify SHK Committee within 30 days on significant changes (change of address, sale of breeding stock ...)
- to take care of the property of SHK
 
Fees, membership fees, licenses

Amount of the registration fee for new members as well as the amount of membership fees is determined by CS. Membership fee for a year is due until 31 December of preceding year. After that date a member pays the basic fee plus the registration fee. Members who join SHK during a year pay the fees in full, non-discounted. Discounted membership fee applies to owners of puppies under 3 months of age. Against membership fee payment a member receives SKJ mark for respective year. Membership card is a single SKJ card, confirmed by SHK.
 
Organizational structure of SHK
SHK authorities are:
• members meeting (CS) and annual members meeting (VCS),
• SHK Committee,
• Control and Review Commission (KRK);

Members meeting
CS or VCS is the supreme body of SHK. It is convened by SHK Committee by written invitations once a year (even year - VCS, odd year - CS). Invitations to the proposed agendas are sent by the Secretary of SHK at least two weeks before the meeting to each member. Resolutions of CS are valid when they are approved by a majority of members present.
The exclusive competence of VCS or CS include:
• selection of Committee and KRK members,
• approval of amendments and changes to the statutes of SHK, Breeding Regulations and Breeding Test Regulations of SHK based on proposal of Committee or SHK members,
• approval of the amount of membership, registration fees and other contributions to SHK
• approves activity objectives and tasks of SHK for following year
• approves report on operations, breeding and management over preceding year
• decides on appeals against decision on non-admission for a full membership or dismissal of a full member 
• decides on dissolution of the club and way of its property disposal - absolute majority of all members must be present.
 
SHK Committee 
SHK Committee is a coordinating and governing body of SHK between two VCS. It is elected by members on a VCS for two-year term.
It has seven members: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Breeding Consultant, Economic Manager and Exhibitions Officer and Training Officer.
Statutory representatives of the club are: President, Vice-President and Secretary of SHK. Acting by statutory representatives in key issues the club must be initially approved by SHK Committee. SHK activity is coordinated and managed by its President, in his absence Vice-President.
Activity scope of the committee include:
- preparation and convening of CS and informing CS on its activities,
- admissions of new members in SHK,
- keeping  a register of club members,
- keeping a record of club’s management,
- provision of training courses and lectures for members of the club,
- organizing breeding and training events for club members,
- through club members ensuring club's exhibitions,
- delegating judges for breeding and training events of the club, recommending judges for shows (CAC, CACIB) to SKJ,
- dealing and cooperating with SKJ and IHF in all matters relating to breeding of hovawarts in accordance with the Statutes of FCI
- carrying out activities that result from Breeding Regulations and Breeding Tests Regulations;
 
Control and Revision Commission
KRK is an independent body which has a supervisory and monitoring role over the Committee's activities and management of SHK. Members of KRK are elected on VCS for two-year term. The member of KRK may not be a member of the Committee, or a family member of a Committee member. KRK has three members, the members elect from among themselves the Chairman, who is responsible for managing and fulfilment of tasks of KRK. They carry out periodic reviews and inform CS about its activities. KRK members are entitled to attend SHK Committee meetings with an advisory vote.
 
Election of SHK Committee
SHK Committee Election shall be held at the annual members' meeting convened by SHK Committee in every odd year.
The conduct and fairness of elections shall be supervised by the election commission. Counting of votes is carried out by the members of credentials. Three- member commissions shall be elected by VCS from among its members in public voting.
 
Conduct of Election 
Any present club member has the right to propose candidates for committee members. The number of candidates is not limited. Nominated candidates shall introduce themselves briefly, providing information on their age, occupation, activity and function in cynology, length of their club membership and breeding activity. At the same time they express their interest in committee work.
Election of the Committee and Revision Commission shall be held by secret ballot. They have two rounds. In the first round SHK President is elected from among nominated members. In the second round the remaining six members of the committee and members of the Revision Commission shall be elected.
Candidates who received the highest number of votes are elected.
 
SHK property
Property that was been acquired by activity of the club or otherwise, is the ownership of the club. SHK financial gains can be used in principle exclusively for the activity for which SHK was established.
Financial resources and assets of SHK consist of:
- member contributions and registration of new members,
- profit from outlets and breeding tests,
- profits from exhibitions,
- other contributions (donations, sponsorship ...),
- fees for non-compliance with Breeding Regulations;
Asset management is delegated to SHK Committee. Drawing of funds from the account is possible only with the consent of Economic Manager and President or Vice-President of SHK. All disbursements must be first approved by SHK Committee.

